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COLLABORATIVE DIVORCE PRACTICE

HEADING TOWARD A TIPPING POINT

Child-friendly approach is

Changing the face of Family Law


A method of family law practice that stresses the interests of children and promotes cooperation among the parties rather than confrontation in the courtroom is growing rapidly in the state of Idaho, with more attorneys and professionals signing up for training in the coming weeks. 


“We’re finding that as more families hear about collaborative practice, it is fast becoming the preferred choice for many people in this area who are seeking divorces or sorting out child custody and other sensitive issues,” said Debra Everman of Everman Law Offices, a family law attorney who is leading the community in establishing a Collaborative Practice Council. 


Collaborative law is a relatively new form of dispute resolution, pioneered in the late 1980’s by Minneapolis family lawyer Stuart G. Webb. Primarily used in divorce where children, property or other matters argue for resolving issues privately while minimizing conflict and bitterness, it is a rapidly growing choice for settling family and other disputes throughout the United States, Canada and much of Europe. 


In collaborative divorce, the separating couple and their attorneys pledge at the outset to try to work things out through consultation and open communication, using lawyers and sometimes other experts to assist in the details. They all pledge in advance not to go to court or use the information shared in collaborative discussions in litigation. 


The International Academy of Collaborative Professionals estimates that there are 
more than 10,000 professionals in North America who have gone through training for collaborative practice. IACP’s members are lawyers, counselors, financial experts and 
others trained to assist clients in reaching satisfactory outcomes without litigation. The concept also is spreading in the U.K., Australia, New Zealand and in Europe and Asia. 


More than 20 family law attorneys and other professionals have undergone training here in Idaho, which qualifies them to handle collaborative cases.  A 

new training program is scheduled for October 13-13, 2007 in Spokane, Washington.

For further information contact Debra Everman at (208) 639-3918. 


Everman has been offering collaborative divorce to clients since 2005 and now finds that it is the bulk of her practice. 


“I used to consider myself a hard-charging lawyer out to get what I could for my client, but what I’ve learned is that everyone benefits when they sit down together and work out solutions to problems that they understand far better than any judge or third party. Keeping kids from getting scarred up, saving a family business, working out special needs for family members – these are outcomes best reached through respectful communications, not courtroom battles,” she added. 

For more on collaborative law and its practitioners, go to www.collaborativepractice.com 

Or write to debra@evermanlaw.com.

